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A Step Forward for DC Democracy

March 11, 2022

In case you hadn’t heard, last week Councilmember Cheh, along with
Chairman Mendelson, introduced the Delegate Voting Rights Act of

2022, and it has been referred to the Committee of the Whole. We have
been working with Councilmember Cheh and Chairman Mendelson on
this proposed bill and believe it presents an important opportunity to
advance congressional voting rights for D.C. residents.

The bill would amend the Delegate Act enacted by Congress in the early
1970s. That Act gave DC a nonvoting Delegate; the bill introduced by
Councilmember Cheh and Chairman Mendelson would amend the
congressional enactment to make our Delegate a voting Delegate on all
issues applying exclusively to the District.

Making this change to Congress’s enactment will take advantage of the
power the Council has to amend any congressional enactment that
applies exclusively to the District. Under the Home Rule Act, Congress
could overturn such an amendment by the Council, but only if both
Houses did so within 30 legislative days and the President then approved
it.

Given the current political make-up of the Congress, provided the Council
moves quickly to make this change it seems highly unlikely to be
overturned, with the result that for the first time in history D.C. will have
a vote on the floor of the House of Representatives.

It is true that this step forward would be less than the full representation
to which we are entitled; and it is only a small step toward the ultimate
goal of statehood. Even so, it will be an important step forward and it is
one we can and should undertake now.

DC Appleseed therefore applauds the bill introduced by Councilmember
Cheh and Chairman Mendelson and will work with them and other
Councilmembers to achieve quick passage of the measure. DC Appleseed
has long been part of the fight for full democracy for DC residents and we
believe this measure is an important part of that continuing fight.
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If you would like to help us advance this important work, please
click here to donate.

Many thanks.

Sincerely,

Walter Smith
Executive Director
DC Appleseed Center for Law and Justice
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